
SEPTEMBER TIDES 

Dialogue with Danny: The Joy in Life 
Do you know why you’re here? Have you thought much about that lately? 

At this point in life, it’s easy to just skim the internet for information; watch random video clips 
on you-tube; or amuse ourselves with whatever’s trending in video games. The Bible, however, 
speaks of inescapable realities that are much more important than whatever’s streaming on 
your tech device at the moment. 

Such as, “Why are you here?” Do you know? Of all the things in life, that’s the one that matters. 
And that’s what God’s Word is here to show you. 

James 1:2 says; “Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds.” This sin-
gle verse, though perhaps not a direct answer to that question, why are you here, gives us 
clues as to why we’re here. It indicates that we are not here just for laughs; to run a successful 
business; to become well-known or famous; or to earn a name for ourselves. We are here for a 
purpose that require us to go through a lifetime of challenges and tight spots—“trials of various 
kinds”—so that we can display the superiority of a life lived in faith of our God. 

Mind if I say that another way? We are here to display the superiority of the life lived with God. 
That’s a really important sentence; because as you know, trials and troubles come to all people. 
They are a part of everyone’s life. But in how many people do those same trials and troubles 
produce . . . “joy”? 

Joy is not normal. Joy is supernatural. You can’t craft it in your basement or create it through an 
experience of hard work or pleasure. Joy is something you can only get from God. Therefore, 
unlike those who don’t know Him or don’t have a genuine faith in Him, believers in Christ are 
the only ones spiritually equipped to walk through “trials of various 
kinds,” and have “joy” in the process.  

The Joy we are talking about is a supernatural delight in the person of 
God, the purposes of God, and the people of God. It’s a Joy that springs 
up from a genuine worship of His grace, perfection, beauty, love, power, 
and goodness. It’s a Joy born of realizing that He is doing something 
awesome around you all the time, even when you can’t see it or feel it. 

That’s why even Christians get cancer. That’s why even Christians go 
bankrupt. That’s why even Christians can have prodigal kids, suffer 
chronic back pain, receive rejection letters in the mail, and get into acci-
dents on the freeway. God allows us to face and feel the same things 
that people who don’t know Him experience, so that we can put on dis-
play the joyful distinction of what it means to be His child—what it 
means to live with hope and eternal perspective. 

So put your mind on that. Think about it hard today. In light of what’s 
happening to you right now, and in light of why you’re here, what can 
you do in this moment to best display the superiority of life with God?  

God Bless from Pastor Danny 
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Where your treasure is, there your heart will be al-
so”  (Matthew 6:21). 
 
We are coming up on that time of the year again when we 
will have to establish a budget for next year. That means 
your finance committee will be talking about giving as well. 
Our attendance is down and our membership is not grow-
ing as much as in the past. That gives us three things we can do; 1) help to bring in more peo-
ple; 2) cut out somethings we do for you at the church; or 3) increase our giving. None of them 
are very attractive to most of us. My preference is to increase our number of members but that is 
harder to get you to do then asking for more money. It is up to you.  
 
In any case we will be talking about giving and why we need to do it. Spoiler alert: it is the sacri-
fice we make to honor our God and to show that nothing in life is more important to us than God 
and our work for God. Our problem has always been our attachment to money and our difficulty 
in giving it away to God in our faith so that it will be used by God for the kingdom’s sake. Money 
becomes our obstacle to a true relationship with God and therefore is seen as evil at times be-
cause it keeps us from God. 
 
“Money is neutral. It’s not good; it’s not bad. It is the Loving of it that is evil, the Bible says (1 
Timothy 6:10). But money itself is not evil. Nor is it necessarily a blessing. As odd as it may 
sound, financial success can at times be a form of God’s judgment on a person. God can use it 
to punish as much as He uses it to reward. Money is a tool in God’s hand for Him to bestow or 
withhold as He sees fit. But money, like everything else you have, is always a test—a test of 
where your loyalty is, a test of where your allegiance is, a test of where your heart is. So it’s not 
how much money you have, but what you do with it that matters. 
 
The Bible is full of examples. For instance, among the many things we could find not to emulate 
about Judas Iscariot (the apostle who betrayed Jesus), is that he had a money problem. “What 
will you give me if I deliver him over to you?” he asked the chief priests (Matthew 26:15). “How 
much?” Consider the pain that flows from that question. And when Mary, the sister of Martha 
and Lazarus, emptied a jar of expensive perfume on Jesus’ feet as an act of worship, it was Ju-
das who objected to the so-called waste. “Why was this ointment not sold for three hundred de-
narii and given to the poor?” (John 12:5). Yet as John went on to explain, “He said this, not be-
cause he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief, and having charge of the moneybag 
he used to help himself to what was put into it” (John 12:6). 
Judas was in bondage to money. It’s where his heart was. 
 
That’s one of the things money can tell you—because money is a test; 1) a test of your work 
ethic—whether you’re proving responsible with your opportunities to invest yourself in earning a 
living; 2) a test of your self-control—whether you’re willing to live on less than you make; 3) a 
test of your integrity—whether you can be persuaded to cut corners on things like your taxes, 
your tithes, and other commitments you’ve made; 4) a test of your love for people—whether 
your compassion extends all the way to your wallet, or your concern ever inspires an outlay of 
non-deductible expenses; 5) a test of your love for God—whether you’ve yielded Him ultimate 
jurisdiction over all the possessions He’s given you. 
 
So take out your wallet and see what’s there (or not there) through new eyes. Get ready for our 
giving campaign now. What are you willing to give up to God? It’s a test. How you use your re-
sources will indicate whether money’s become too great a treasure to you, or perhaps even your 
greatest treasure. “And where you find your treasure, there you will find your heart also.” 

Where is your treasure? 

New Member 



Christian Education 
 

A new Sunday School Study entitled “Christian Believer” will begin on September 10
th
. This study 

will explore basic Christian beliefs and is intended for people at all stages of their spiritual jour-
ney. Our class meets at 9:15 each Sunday morning in the Ron Rowand Room and is being led by 
Herb Angel. Please come and join us.   

Our Men’s Prayer Group with an emphasis on prayer, study, discussion and sharing is meeting 
each Monday morning at 11:30 in the Ron Rowand Room. All are welcome, and we hope you will 
consider becoming a part of this group. If you have questions, please call Don Clapp. 

Don Clapp 

Community Missions  

Clothes to Kids continues to need our help also. It is back to school time and they are busy 
providing free wardrobes for children of low income families. Coming in October will be our 9th 
annual Undies Sunday, when we ask everyone to bring in underwear that fit school age chil-
dren. Why do we support CTK? A mother leaving the CTK shop was heard saying "Thank you for 
giving me this place where I can let my children shop and where I leave with my dignity.” That is 
why!  

Bonnie Spears                                                                                      

 

 

The Crafters are making Christmas 
items for our home bound,  people 
in the nursing home, and the thank 
you ornaments we pass out to cus-
tomers and vendors at our craft 
show in November. Please come 
and join us. We have something for 
everyone. We meet on the second 
and fourth Thursday, from 10:00 
AM to noon, in the Ron Rowand 
Room. Come and join us for fellow-
ship and laughs. 

 

Barbara Parr 

It is Christmas Time for Crafters! 

Creative Crafters 



 

AN IMPORTANT PRINCIPLE OF BEING A CHRISTIAN AND 
PERSONAL FINANCES 

 
The Bible provides us important principles for life, including how to handle money and finances.   
One example is the following verse, “The plans of the diligent lead surely to abundance, but 
everyone who is hasty comes only to want” (Proverbs 21:5).  With this in mind, an excellent 
starting point is a personal budget.  NBCC’s council prepares a budget annually and presents it 
to the church body for its review and approval.  Here are some basic elements of a sound per-
sonal budget: 

1. Budget as a family, it is important to involve you and your spouse. 
2. List all your expenses, be honest!  Do not forget to set aside a reserve for the unex-

pected.  Also, it might be time to review how you use your credit cards. 
3. Prioritize your needs.  Knowing what is essential is important; especially if you have an 

unexpected event, so you can shift your spending habits when necessary. 
4. Learn to say “NO”!  Many items look very enticing.  However, with a little time to think 

about whether it is the right thing can eliminate a possible regret. 
5. Use wisdom in your finances.   With God’s help wisdom can be gained either with addi-

tional education or with experience.  Wisdom allows us to use good judgement. 

    IT IS IMPORTANT WHEN PREPARING A BUDGET TO INCLUDE AN AMOUNT FOR GIV-
ING.  “… FOR GOD LOVES A CHEERFUL GIVER.”  (2 CORINTHIANS 9:7). 

 

Fellowship      
From the Fellowship Group....Saturday 
September 23rd at 5PM in Edgar Hall we 
will have the Hudson Stompers Dance 
Troupe to perform for us prior to our Piz-
za Party.  Please be sure to sign up so 
we can have an accurate count for piz-
za.  You may also sign up to bring a side 
dish, we prefer things that do not need to 
be kept warm (example: salad, deviled 
eggs, cold cuts, veggies and dip)  the 
performance will be prior to eating and 
will probably last about 45 minutes.  We 
hope to see you there as I know it will be 
another great event.                                     
Sande Spencer 

World Missions 
Fall has come so fast. We will be collecting shoebox gifts in November. There are new rules in 
2017. No toothpaste, no candy or food. Remember no liquids-includes hand soaps, lotions, san-
itizers. Solid soap bars are acceptable. No military figures, guns, or weapons. Cost has in-
creased to $9 a box. Make check out to NBCC. More information will be given out in October. 
Boxes will be provided.                                                                                                                      
Joan Batchler 



Contact Us 

Give us a call for more information about our 

services and missions. 

(727)796-0071 

nbcc@tampabay.rr.com 

Visit us on the web at www.northbaychurch.com 
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